
CALIFORNIA WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-023
SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

Sclmitzer Steel Products Company, Inc.
Foot of Adeline street,
Oakland, CA

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The schnrtzar Steel Products Company, Inc. facility is located at the
foot of Adeline Street on the Oakland Inner Harbor. Schnitzer Steel
Products Company, Inc. is hereinafter called the discharger.

2. The discharger operates a scrap metal recycling facility which includes
operation of a marine torminal for exporting scrap metals. Recent Bay
Conservation and Development (BCDC) Permit No. 19-86 authorized the
discharger to make improvements to the 34.9 acre facility to include
construction of a new ship loader system and construction of a shoreline
cap to prevent polluted soils from migrating to the Oakland Inner Harbor,
tributary to Central San Francisco Bay.

3. In October 1986, scd l at the City of Berkeley landfill containing
polychlorinated biphenylE (PCBs) and heavy matals was removed and properly
disposed by the discharger. The apparent source of the contaminated soils
was the discharger's Oaklmd facility. Based upon this finding, the RWQCB
staff and the Department of Health Services (DOHS) requested that the
discharger investigate the possibility of soil and ground water pollution
at the Oakland facility. The discharger completed a limited site
investigation at the Oakland facility dated May 5, 1987 which reported
elevated levels of copper, lead, zinc and PCBs in soils under the
facility's auto shredding operation. Ground water samples showed some PCBs
(35 - 88 parts per bill~.on, ppb) . Additional site characterization was
requested based upon this limited site investigation.

4. On July 13, 1987, the discharger submitted a report entitled
"Environmental Residuals In Soil And Groundwater Near The Shoreline Of The
Sclmitzer Steel Products site - - Oakland, calLrornia'', This report found
elevated levels of heavy metals in surface and subsurface soils at the
shoreline including lead, nickel, copper and zinc. PCBs were also found in
shoreline area soils at levels up to 65 parts per million (ppm). Soils
containing heavy metals 'mc1 PCBs threaten to adversely affect beneficial
uses of the Oakland Inner Harbor and Central San Francisco Bay should these
soils migrate from the shoreline area to the bay. Ground water samples for
the shoreline area contained no PCBs, and metals at levels below those of
concern to beneficial uses of the bay should they migrate to the bay.










